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(later Sir) George Prothero, and was Chairman of the
English Association from 1912 to 1915,
During all this time he owed much to the stimulating
help and friendship of such men as Sir Sidney Colvin,
Sir Henry Hadow, and Mr. Andrew Bradley, aiid later of
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfrid Ward, whom we saw constantly.
Besides his literary work, he was intimately connected
with the National Trust, which he joined when it was
quite a young and unknown movement, and lived to see
expand to its present imposing dimensions. He was Chair-
man of its Executive Committee from 1923 till his death,
and had the greatest possible enthusiasm for all that it
stands for in our national life* Another society for
" checking the abuses of public advertising ", commonly
known as Scapa, also owed much to his help and support,
as he raised a fund for it in 1911 to meet secretarial and
office expenses. He was for some years Chairman of the
Fulham Charity Organization Committee and a member
of the Administrative Committee of the Society. He al-
ways believed that a life spent entirely in the library tends
to become out of touch with ordinary human work and
interests, and that the work of a writer can only benefit by
gaining in breadth and sympathy if he himself keeps up
his direct contact with men and things, and looks at life
not only through his study windows. But as time went on
and life became fuller he often found it difficult to adjust
the rival claims of his literary, political and philanthropic
activities, a difficulty which must beset every man who is
not tied down to a particular profession*
We took our full share of as much of the pleasant pre-
war society of those days as came in our way—days which
now seem so long ago and so unbelievably free from
anxieties and alarms such as are now our daily companions.
And the society of his friends gave him great pleasure; he
enjoyed conversation, the " tierce and quart of mind with
mind ", more than anyone I have ever known, and was by
no means superior to gossip, whether family* or political*
He was wont to say that, like Shelley, he liked such

